Analysis of treatment failures in patients with early-stage uterine leiomyosarcoma.
This retrospective study aimed to investigate the treatment failures in 26 patients with stages I-II uterine leiomyosarcoma (> or = 10 mitoses per 10 high-power field (HPF) who underwent total abdominal hysterectomy and bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy +/- adjuvant external pelvic irradiation. Thirteen (50%) patients developed recurrent disease, after a median time of 10 months from surgery (range = 4-72 months). Recurrence was pelvic in 3 (23%) patients, extrapelvic in 9 (69%) patients, and both pelvic and extrapelvic in 1 (8%) patient. Disease-free survival was better for premenopausal than for postmenopausal patients (p = 0.002) and for patients with < 20 mitoses per 10 HPF than for those with > or = 20 mitoses per 10 HPF (p = 0.006). In conclusion, patients with early-stage disease who had undergone locoregional treatment experienced a high recurrence rate. Most of the treatment failures were extrapelvic. Multicentric randomized trials on the role of adjuvant chemotherapy are advocated.